
The Record Editorial Board 
reported to the Diocesan 
Council on Saturday, 

May 9, its decision to introduce 
by the end of 2009 The Record 
Magazine, a new communication 
vehicle that will be published 
quarterly.

Responding to a report of a 
Task Force on Communication 
(on which the board participated) 
that called for a broader base of 
communication, faster communi-
cation through The Record Week-
ly, improvements in the diocesan 
Web site, and a print publication 
that would continue to reach 
every household, The Record 
Editorial Board made the deci-
sion to move to a quarterly print 
publication. The decision comes 
at a time when The Episcopal 
Church Standing Commission on 
Church Communication issues its 
most recent report that outlines 
a similar dilemma for all church 
publications: How to communi-
cate effectively through the inter-
net and electronic environments 
while maintaining effective and 
affordable print publications.  
The Record Editorial Board chose 
not to discontinue print as some 
dioceses are doing.

The decision underscores a 
significant shift in reporting and 
publishing in the Diocese of 
Michigan that has been underway 

The Record to introduce a quarterly  
magazine by the end of the year

for two years. Since 2007, the 
most recent and relevant news 
of the diocese has been reported 
weekly through The Record 
Weekly and The Record Web site, 
and the editorial board has gradu-
ally truncated the monthly pub-
lication schedule. The cutbacks 
in publishing has also affected 
circulation of Episcopal Life. 
The model for the new quarterly 
magazine that The Record Edi-
torial Board is considering will 
continue to feature The Best of 
Episcopal Life. Readers who 
wish to receive the monthly issue 
of Episcopal Life are encouraged 
to get an individual subscription. 
The Record newspaper will be 
published this year in August and 
October, with the new magazine 
debuting with the Winter issue 
after the Diocesan Convention.

The Record was founded in 
1951 principally as a newspaper 
for the person in the pew. The  
Record Editorial Board will  
continue its longstanding com-
mitment to publish news with  
the readers’ interests paramount.

As founding editor Jack Chap-
in said upon the launching of The 
Record in 1951 (in the language 
of the day):

“The Record will seek 
to dispel the commonly 
held idea that Church 
news is dull stuff to be 

dutifully read by cler-
gymen, and possibly by 
women’s auxiliary members 
and vestrymen. Clergy 
are people too, we hap-
pen to know, and they 
will read and participate 
in these columns. But it 
is the man who worships 
with his wife in a pew 
on Sunday mornings (per-
haps not every Sunday at 
that), that lends a hand 
when the church needs re-
decorating and sends his 
children to Church School 
who, by and large, makes 
the Church tick. We feel 
that his interests and 
activities are far from 
dull. This is his paper—
for and about him. We 
hope he will read it.”

The Record Editorial Board 
continues in the same tradition, 
and with the same goal of in-
creasing circulation of the news 
of the diocese to every house-
hold—and every computer—in 
the diocese.

Publishing a news magazine 
quarterly will cut in half the 
publishing and mailing costs of 
a monthly newspaper at a time 
when significant cutbacks in 
diocesan ministry allocations 
through the diocesan program-
matic budget are inevitable. The 
Record relies on a significant 
level of financial support from 
readers without which the print 
publication might not be pos-
sible.
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